




Gardens 

Above Craig Sullivan and a selection of the cloud-pruned plants he creates by hand (right). 

Top Clouding is a subtle Japanese technique. 
Previous page Craig says cloud pruning feels like creating a "living work of art" every time. 

You're creating a living canvas that people can appreciate 

required as it can take two or three years to create the shape you want. 

Craig was recently awarded the Master Landscapers of SA 

award for Best Design under $40,000 for a Japanese-inspired 

garden he created in Stirling. 

"I added some feature cloud-pruned plants and pruned an old 

olive tree and made it look like an enormo(Js bonsai in a Niwiki 

style," he says. 

"There is a certain satisfaction looking back at what you've 

created, and it feels like a living work of art. You're creating a 

living canvas that people can appreciate and live with as part of 

their daily lives. That's what I love about gardening; the creation 

and looking at the finished result is so satisfying." 

Clouding, as opposed to cloud pruning, is another form of 

topiary that Craig also practices, which is creating balls joined 

together, emulating rolling hills. 

"That's quite a Japanese technique and it's also big in France; 

it has been around for centuries," he says. 

"Just having those balls and rolling shapes throughout your 

garden is super trendy at the moment." 
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Since COVID hit and people are spending more time on their 

gardens, Craig says he and his team of three at Hedgehogs are 

busier than ever. That leaves less time for the 46-year-old to 

spend in his own garden. He lives on 20 acres in Cherryville in the 

Adelaide Hills with wife Tara, who also works for the company, and 

their four-year-old daughter Amelie. 

"Amelie loves the veggie patch and she loves picking the 

apples and helping in the vineyard," Craig says. 

About half of the family's property is bushland, but there is also 

a large topiary nursery where Craig creates cloud-pruned plants 

for clients. 

"Sometimes it's hard to let them go," he says. 

"I don't know if someone is going to look after them properly or 

what they're going to turn into. I guess I'll have to learn to be a bit 

more zen about it." 
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